
WELCOME! 

Community Open House 
& Planning Workshop 2 
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Urban Design & City Beautification Project 
City of Valdez 

Agenda 
ÅIntroductions 

ÅBackground Information 

ÅProject Schedule 

ÅWhy is this Important? 

ÅSummary of Public Comments 

ÅConcepts 

ÅQuestions & Comments  
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Urban Design & City Beautification Project 
City of Valdez 

Background Information 

ÅCurrent Strategic Planning Project 
inspired action 

ÅMayor appointed a Task Force to 
review previous plans and develop a 
new community beautification plan 

ÅRFP and selection of our team 

ÅPublic involvement important 1st step 
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Urban Design & City Beautification Project 
City of Valdez 

Community Involvement Opportunities & 
 Schedule 
ÅMay 1st Workshop & Open House  

ÅSurvey and feedback forms 

Å±ŀƭŘŜȊ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ {ǘǳŘƛƻΧaŀȅ нnd  

ÅtǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΧ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ н-4pm 

ÅInformation on City of Valdez website 

ÅConcept Plan Presentation to City Council on June 
муǘƘΧǎǘŀȅ ǘǳƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ 

ÅPublic Comment Period: June 19 ς July 3 
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Urban Design & City Beautification Project 
City of Valdez 

Project Products 

ÅConcept Plans 

ÅPreliminary Design of 
selected elements 

ÅCost estimates 

ÅProjects/Actions that can 
be implemented over time 

ÅTransition Assistance 
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Urban Design & City Beautification Project 
City of Valdez 

Why is Urban Design/Beautification Important? 

ÅLǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ άtƭŀŎŜƳŀƪƛƴƎέ 

ÅImproves Community Attitudes 

ÅAttraction/Retention of Youth 
& Residents 

ÅQuality of Life  

ÅEconomic Development 

ÅTourism 
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Urban Design & City Beautification Project 
City of Valdez 

±ŀƭŘŜȊ ƛǎ ŀ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ /ƛǘȅΧƘƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ            
most of this opportunity? 

 ±ƛōǊŀƴǘ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ /ƛǘƛŜǎΧΦ 

ÅEmbrace winter and promote a        
 άǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέΗ 

ÅAre authentic 

Å!ŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜΧǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΣ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴǎ 
 and other modes 

ÅMaintenance/Snow Management   

ÅAppropriate design for the climate 

ÅLight public spaces and buildings 

ÅUse snow as a resource 

ÅBring nature into the city 

ÅDevelop exciting public spaces 
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Urban Design & City Beautification Project 
City of Valdez 

Summary of Public Comments 
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Urban Design & City Beautification Project 
City of Valdez 

Pedestrian and Vehicular Circulation 
Egan Drive 
ÅSpeed reduction 
ÅBlvd edge treatment 
ÅSense of arrival/gateway 
ÅIntegrated bike lane 
ÅPedestrian safety & 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΧƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎ 
ÅLighting upgrade 
ÅPedestrian & bike connections to 
trails 
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Urban Design & City Beautification Project 
City of Valdez 

Recreation  

ÅYear round trail connections (bike, 
ski, ski, snowshoe) to harbor, 
waterfront, and mountains 

ÅOpen space connections 

ÅMore trees 

ÅImproved signage and Wayfinding 

ÅRuth Pond ς great example of 
positive community action ςneed 
more like it! 

ÅCommunity garden/greenhouses 
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Urban Design & City Beautification Project 
City of Valdez 

¢ƘŜ ±ŀƭŘŜȊ ά[ƻƻƪέ 
ÅRustic 

ÅBright, natural colors! 

ÅStreetscape: 

ÅPlanters/sculptural elements 

ÅLandscape/seating areas 

ÅLighting:  mix of styles 

ÅGateways/signage:  rustic style 

ÅSnow gauge 

ÅSnow sculptures and slides 

ÅLighted trees 
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Urban Design & City Beautification Project 
City of Valdez 

Destinations 
ÅCozier downtown 
ÅOutdoor city center/town square ς 
άǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǇŀǊƪέ 
ÅImprove Richardson Hwy approach ς 
signage 
ÅMajor destinations: 

ÅHarbor 
ÅDowntown 
ÅAllison Point 
ÅCivic Center 
ÅCity Hall, police, fire 
ÅCollege 
ÅHospital 
ÅLibrary 
ÅMuseums: College, City, Annex 
ÅNeighborhoods  
ÅOld Town 

ÅIndividual character ς Overall Connection 
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Urban Design & City Beautification Project 
City of Valdez 

Themes to Consider  
ÅMountains 
ÅSea Life 
ÅNautical 
ÅWildlife 
ÅHeritage  
ÅOld Town 
ÅGold Rush 
ÅAlaskana 
ÅWinter & Snow 
ÅMix themes to create interest 
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Urban Design & City Beautification Project 
City of Valdez 

Valdez Inspirational Image Likes 
ÅSnow gauge 
ÅSpecial lighting treatments 
ÅUsing snow for fun and art 
ÅNeighborhood and downtown 
gateways 
ÅVertical lighting and  visuals 
ÅFirepit 
ÅLandscape seating areas 
ÅUse of color 
ÅRustic architecture 
ÅCommunity gardens 
ÅSeparated pathways 
ÅRain gardens 
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Urban Design & City Beautification Project 
City of Valdez 

Valdez Inspirational Image Dislikes 

ÅSnow storage areas 
ÅModern or abstract design 
elements 
ÅBuildings with too much metal 
roof visible 
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Urban Design & City Beautification Project 
City of Valdez 

Overall Town Plan 
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Urban Design & City Beautification Project 
City of Valdez 


